“Most people are bothered by those passages of Scripture they do not understand, but the passages that bother
me are those | do understand.” — Mark Twain

“Properly read, the Bible is the most potent force for Atheism ever conceived.” - Isaac Asimov

“The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud of it; a
petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic,
racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent bully.
Those of us schooled from infancy in his ways can become desensitized to their horror. A naif blessed with the
perspective of innocence has a clearer perception. Winston Churchill’s son Randolph somehow contrived to
remain ignorant of scripture until Evelyn Waugh and a brother officer, in a vain attempt to keep Churchill quiet
when they were posted together during the war, bet him he couldn’t read the entire Bible in a fortnight:
‘Unhappily it has not had the result we hoped. He has never read any of it before and is hideously excited; he
keeps reading quotations aloud “I say | bet you didn’t know this came in the Bible...” or merely slapping his side &
chortling “God, isn’t God a shit!” * ” — From The God Delusion, by Richard Dawkins

Genesis 19:30-38 (After Sodom and Gomorrah are Destroyed)

Lot and his two daughters left Zoar and settled in the mountains, for he was afraid to stay in Zoar. He and his two
daughters lived in a cave. One day the older daughter said to the younger, "Our father is old, and there is no man
around here to lie with us, as is the custom all over the earth. Let's get our father to drink wine and then lie with
him and preserve our family line through our father."

That night they got their father to drink wine, and the older daughter went in and lay with him. He was not aware
of it when she lay down or when she got up.

The next day the older daughter said to the younger, "Last night I lay with my father. Let's get him to drink wine
again tonight, and you go in and lie with him so we can preserve our family line through our father." So they got
their father to drink wine that night also, and the younger daughter went and lay with him. Again he was not
aware of it when she lay down or when she got up.

So both of Lot's daughters became pregnant by their father. The older daughter had a son, and she named him
Moab; he is the father of the Moabites of today. The younger daughter also had a son, and she named him Ben-
Ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites of today.

Genesis 34:1-29 (A Whole Town is Circumcised)

Now Dinah, the daughter Leah had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the women of the land. When Shechem son
of Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her and violated her. His heart was drawn to Dinah

daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke tenderly to her. And Shechem said to his father Hamor, "Get

me this girl as my wife."



Then Shechem's father Hamor went out to talk with Jacob. Hamor said, "My son Shechem has his heart set on
your daughter. Please give her to him as his wife. Intermarry with us; give us your daughters and take our
daughters for yourselves. You can settle among us; the land is open to you. Live in it, trade in it, and acquire
property in it."

Then Shechem said to Dinah's father and brothers, "Let me find favor in your eyes, and | will give you whatever
you ask. Make the price for the bride and the gift | am to bring as great as you like, and I'll pay whatever you ask
me. Only give me the girl as my wife."

Because their sister Dinah had been defiled, Jacob's sons replied deceitfully as they spoke to Shechem and his
father Hamor. They said to them, "We can't do such a thing; we can't give our sister to a man who is not
circumcised. That would be a disgrace to us. We will give our consent to you on one condition only: that you
become like us by circumcising all your males. Then we will give you our daughters and take your daughters for
ourselves. We'll settle among you and become one people with you. But if you will not agree to be circumcised,
we'll take our sister and go."

Their proposal seemed good to Hamor and his son Shechem. The young man, who was the most honored of all his
father's household, lost no time in doing what they said, because he was delighted with Jacob's daughter. So
Hamor and his son Shechem went to the gate of their city to speak to their fellow townsmen. All the men who
went out of the city gate agreed with Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male in the city was circumcised.

Three days later, while all of them were still in pain, two of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, took
their swords and attacked the unsuspecting city, killing every male. They put Hamor and his son Shechem to the
sword and took Dinah from Shechem's house and left. The sons of Jacob came upon the dead bodies and looted
the city where their sister had been defiled. They seized their flocks and herds and donkeys and everything else of
theirs in the city and out in the fields. They carried off all their wealth and all their women and children, taking as
plunder everything in the houses.

Genesis 38:6-26 (Judah and Tamar)

Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. But Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the LORD's
sight; so the LORD put him to death.

Then Judah said to Onan, "Lie with your brother's wife and fulfill your duty to her as a brother-in-law to produce
offspring for your brother." But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his; so whenever he lay with his
brother's wife, he spilled his semen on the ground to keep from producing offspring for his brother. What he did
was wicked in the LORD's sight; so he put him to death also.

Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, "Live as a widow in your father's house until my son Shelah grows
up." For he thought, "He may die too, just like his brothers." So Tamar went to live in her father's house.

After a long time Judah's wife, the daughter of Shua, died. When Judah had recovered from his grief, he went up to
Timnah, to the men who were shearing his sheep, and his friend Hirah the Adullamite went with him.



When Tamar was told, "Your father-in-law is on his way to Timnah to shear his sheep," she took off her widow's
clothes, covered herself with a veil to disguise herself, and then sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the
road to Timnah. For she saw that, though Shelah had now grown up, she had not been given to him as his wife.

When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. Not realizing that she was his
daughter-in-law, he went over to her by the roadside and said, "Come now, let me sleep with you."

"And what will you give me to sleep with you?" she asked.

"I'll send you a young goat from my flock," he said.

"Will you give me something as a pledge until you send it?" she asked.
He said, "What pledge should | give you?"

"Your seal and its cord, and the staff in your hand," she answered. So he gave them to her and slept with her, and
she became pregnant by him. After she left, she took off her veil and put on her widow's clothes again.

Meanwhile Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite in order to get his pledge back from the woman,
but he did not find her. He asked the men who lived there, "Where is the shrine prostitute who was beside the
road at Enaim?"

"There hasn't been any shrine prostitute here," they said. So he went back to Judah and said, "I didn't find her.
Besides, the men who lived there said, 'There hasn't been any shrine prostitute here.'"

Then Judah said, "Let her keep what she has, or we will become a laughingstock. After all, | did send her this young
goat, but you didn't find her." About three months later Judah was told, "Your daughter-in-law Tamar is guilty of
prostitution, and as a result she is now pregnant." Judah said, "Bring her out and have her burned to death!"

As she was being brought out, she sent a message to her father-in-law. "l am pregnant by the man who owns
these," she said. And she added, "See if you recognize whose seal and cord and staff these are."

Judah recognized them and said, "She is more righteous than I, since | wouldn't give her to my son Shelah." And he
did not sleep with her again.

Exodus 4:21-26 (The LORD tries to Kill Moses)

The LORD said to Moses, "When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders | have
given you the power to do. But | will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go."

At a lodging place on the way, the LORD met him and was about to kill him. But Zipporah [Moses’ wife] took a
flint knife, cut off her son's foreskin and touched his genitals with it. "Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to
me," she said. So the LORD let him alone. (At that time she said "bridegroom of blood," referring to circumcision.)

Exodus 11:4-7 (The Angel of Death)



So Moses said, "This is what the LORD says: 'About midnight | will go throughout Egypt. Every firstborn son in Egypt
will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at
her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well. There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than
there has ever been or ever will be again. But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal.' Then
you will know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.

Exodus 12:21-27 (Personal Injuries)

Anyone who strikes a man and kills him shall surely be put to death. However, if he does not do it intentionally,
but God lets it happen, he is to flee to a place | will designate. But if a man schemes and kills another man
deliberately, take him away from my altar and put him to death.

Anyone who attacks his father or his mother must be put to death. Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells
him or still has him when he is caught must be put to death. Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put
to death.

If men quarrel and one hits the other with a stone or with his fist and he does not die but is confined to bed, the
one who struck the blow will not be held responsible if the other gets up and walks around outside with his staff;
however, he must pay the injured man for the loss of his time and see that he is completely healed.

If a man beats his male or female slave with a rod and the slave dies as a direct result, he must be punished, but he
is not to be punished if the slave gets up after a day or two, since the slave is his property.

If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth prematurely but there is no serious injury, the
offender must be fined whatever the woman's husband demands and the court allows. But if there is serious
injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound
for wound, bruise for bruise.

If a man hits a manservant or maidservant in the eye and destroys it, he must let the servant go free to
compensate for the eye. And if he knocks out the tooth of a manservant or maidservant, he must let the servant
go free to compensate for the tooth.

Exodus 32:27-29 (After the Golden Calf Incident)

Then [Moses] said to them, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'Each man strap a sword to his side. Go
back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.'"
The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people died. Then Moses said,
"You have been set apart to the LORD today, for you were against your own sons and brothers, and he has blessed
you this day."

Leviticus 10:1-2 (Aaron’s Sons Die)



Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered
unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his command. So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and
consumed them, and they died before the LORD.

Numbers 12:1-15 (Aaron and Miriam Oppose Moses)

Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married a Cushite [a black
woman]. "Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken through us?" And the
LORD heard this. (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.)

At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, "Come out to the Tent of Meeting, all three of you." So the
three of them came out. Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the entrance to the Tent and
summoned Aaron and Miriam. When both of them stepped forward, he said, "Listen to my words:

"When a prophet of the LORD is among you, | reveal myself to him in visions, | speak to him in dreams. But this is
not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. With him | speak face to face, clearly and not in
riddles; he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?"

The anger of the LORD burned against them, and he left them. When the cloud lifted from above the Tent, there
stood Miriam—Ileprous, like snow. Aaron turned toward her and saw that she had leprosy; and he said to Moses,
"Please, my lord, do not hold against us the sin we have so foolishly committed. Do not let her be like a stillborn
infant coming from its mother's womb with its flesh half eaten away."

So Moses cried out to the LORD, "O God, please heal her!" The LORD replied to Moses, "If her father had spit in
her face, would she not have been in disgrace for seven days? Confine her outside the camp for seven days; after
that she can be brought back." So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not
move on till she was brought back.

Numbers 16:16-49 (Korah and His Followers)

Moses said to Korah, "You and all your followers are to appear before the LORD tomorrow—you and they and
Aaron. Each man is to take his censer and put incense in it—250 censers in all—and present it before the LORD.
You and Aaron are to present your censers also." So each man took his censer, put fire and incense in it, and stood
with Moses and Aaron at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. When Korah had gathered all his followers in
opposition to them at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, the glory of the LORD appeared to the entire assembly.
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Separate yourselves from this assembly so | can put an end to them at once."

But Moses and Aaron fell facedown and cried out, "O God, God of the spirits of all mankind, will you be angry with
the entire assembly when only one man sins?"

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Say to the assembly, 'Move away from the tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram."'"



Moses got up and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed him. He warned the assembly,
"Move back from the tents of these wicked men! Do not touch anything belonging to them, or you will be swept
away because of all their sins." So they moved away from the tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram. Dathan and
Abiram had come out and were standing with their wives, children and little ones at the entrances to their tents.

Then Moses said, "This is how you will know that the LORD has sent me to do all these things and that it was not
my idea: If these men die a natural death and experience only what usually happens to men, then the LORD has
not sent me. But if the LORD brings about something totally new, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows
them, with everything that belongs to them, and they go down alive into the grave, then you will know that these
men have treated the LORD with contempt."

As soon as he finished saying all this, the ground under them split apart and the earth opened its mouth and
swallowed them, with their households and all Korah's men and all their possessions. They went down alive into
the grave, with everything they owned; the earth closed over them, and they perished and were gone from the
community. At their cries, all the Israelites around them fled, shouting, "The earth is going to swallow us too!"

And fire came out from the LORD and consumed the 250 men who were offering the incense... Eleazar the priest
collected the bronze censers brought by those who had been burned up, and he had them hammered out to
overlay the altar, as the LORD directed him through Moses. This was to remind the Israelites that no one except a
descendant of Aaron should come to burn incense before the LORD, or he would become like Korah and his
followers.

The next day the whole Israelite community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. "You have killed the LORD's
people," they said. But when the assembly gathered in opposition to Moses and Aaron and turned toward the
Tent of Meeting, suddenly the cloud covered it and the glory of the LORD appeared. Then Moses and Aaron went
to the front of the Tent of Meeting, and the LORD said to Moses, "Get away from this assembly so | can put an end
to them at once." And they fell facedown.

Then Moses said to Aaron, "Take your censer and put incense in it, along with fire from the altar, and hurry to the
assembly to make atonement for them. Wrath has come out from the LORD; the plague has started." So Aaron did
as Moses said, and ran into the midst of the assembly. The plague had already started among the people, but
Aaron offered the incense and made atonement for them. He stood between the living and the dead, and the
plague stopped. But 14,700 people died from the plague, in addition to those who had died because of Korah.

Numbers 21:4-9 (The Bronze Snake)

[The Israelites] traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew
impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!"

Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. The people
came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will
take the snakes away from us." So Moses prayed for the people.



The LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live." So
Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the
bronze snake, he lived.

Numbers 22:20-33 (Balaam’s Donkey)

That night God came to Balaam and said, "Since these men have come to summon you, go with them, but do only
what | tell you." Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey and went with the princes of Moab. But God
was very angry when he went, and the angel of the LORD stood in the road to oppose him. Balaam was riding on
his donkey, and his two servants were with him. When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road
with a drawn sword in his hand, she turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat her to get her back on the road.

Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between two vineyards, with walls on both sides. When the
donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pressed close to the wall, crushing Balaam's foot against it. So he beat her
again.

Then the angel of the LORD moved on ahead and stood in a narrow place where there was no room to turn, either
to the right or to the left. When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she lay down under Balaam, and he was
angry and beat her with his staff. Then the LORD opened the donkey's mouth, and she said to Balaam, "What have
| done to you to make you beat me these three times?"

Balaam answered the donkey, "You have made a fool of me! If | had a sword in my hand, | would kill you right

now."
The donkey said to Balaam, "Am | not your own donkey, which you have always ridden, to this day? Have | been in
the habit of doing this to you?"

"No," he said. Then the LORD opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road with
his sword drawn. So he bowed low and fell facedown. The angel of the LORD asked him, "Why have you beaten
your donkey these three times? | have come here to oppose you because your path is a reckless one before me.
The donkey saw me and turned away from me these three times. If she had not turned away, | would certainly
have killed you by now, but | would have spared her."

Numbers 25:1-8a (An Israelite and Midianite are Speared)

While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite women, who
invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. The LORD said to Moses, "Take all the leaders of these people, kill
them and expose them in broad daylight before the LORD, so that the LORD's fierce anger may turn away from
Israel." So Moses said to Israel's judges, "Each of you must put to death those of your men who have joined in
worshiping the Baal of Peor."

Then an Israelite man brought to his family a Midianite woman right before the eyes of Moses and the whole
assembly of Israel while they were weeping at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. When Phinehas son of Eleazar,



the son of Aaron, the priest, saw this, he left the assembly, took a spear in his hand and followed the Israelite into
the tent. He drove the spear through both of them—through the Israelite and into the woman's body.

Numbers 31:14-18, 32-35 (Keep the Virgins)

Moses was angry with the officers of the army—the commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds—
who returned from the battle.

"Have you allowed all the women to live?" he asked them. "They were the ones who followed Balaam's advice and
were the means of turning the Israelites away from the LORD in what happened at Peor, so that a plague struck
the LORD's people. Now kill all the boys. And kill every woman who has slept with a man, but save for yourselves
every girl who has never slept with a man.

The plunder remaining from the spoils that the soldiers took was 675,000 sheep, 72,000 cattle, 61,000 donkeys
and 32,000 women who had never slept with a man.

Deuteronomy 2:32-35 (Defeat of Sihon King of Heshbon)

When Sihon and all his army came out to meet us in battle at Jahaz, the LORD our God delivered him over to us
and we struck him down, together with his sons and his whole army. At that time we took all his towns and
completely destroyed them—men, women and children. We left no survivors. But the livestock and the plunder
from the towns we had captured we carried off for ourselves.

Deuteronomy 13:6-11 (A Jealous God)

If your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or the wife you love, or your closest friend secretly entices you,
saying, "Let us go and worship other gods" (gods that neither you nor your fathers have known, gods of the
peoples around you, whether near or far, from one end of the land to the other), do not yield to him or listen to
him. Show him no pity. Do not spare him or shield him. You must certainly put him to death. Your hand must be
the first in putting him to death, and then the hands of all the people. Stone him to death, because he tried to turn
you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. Then all Israel will
hear and be afraid, and no one among you will do such an evil thing again.

Deuteronomy 20:10-18 (God’s Rules of Engagement)

When you march up to attack a city, make its people an offer of peace. If they accept and open their gates, all the
people in it shall be subject to forced labor and shall work for you. If they refuse to make peace and they engage
you in battle, lay siege to that city. When the LORD your God delivers it into your hand, put to the sword all the
men in it. As for the women, the children, the livestock and everything else in the city, you may take these as



plunder for yourselves. And you may use the plunder the LORD your God gives you from your enemies. This is how
you are to treat all the cities that are at a distance from you and do not belong to the nations nearby.

However, in the cities of the nations the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything
that breathes. Completely destroy them—the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—as
the LORD your God has commanded you. Otherwise, they will teach you to follow all the detestable things they do
in worshiping their gods, and you will sin against the LORD your God.

Deuteronomy 21:18-21 (What To Do With A Stubborn Son)

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them
when they discipline him, his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his
town. They shall say to the elders, "This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a
profligate and a drunkard." Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. You must purge the evil from
among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid.

Deuteronomy 22:13-30 (Marriage Violations)

If a man takes a wife and, after lying with her, dislikes her and slanders her and gives her a bad name, saying, "I
married this woman, but when | approached her, | did not find proof of her virginity," then the girl's father and
mother shall bring proof that she was a virgin to the town elders at the gate. The girl's father will say to the elders,
"I gave my daughter in marriage to this man, but he dislikes her. Now he has slandered her and said, 'l did not find
your daughter to be a virgin.' But here is the proof of my daughter's virginity." Then her parents shall display the
cloth before the elders of the town, and the elders shall take the man and punish him. They shall fine him a
hundred shekels of silver and give them to the girl's father, because this man has given an Israelite virgin a bad
name. She shall continue to be his wife; he must not divorce her as long as he lives.

If, however, the charge is true and no proof of the girl's virginity can be found, she shall be brought to the door of
her father's house and there the men of her town shall stone her to death. She has done a disgraceful thing in
Israel by being promiscuous while still in her father's house. You must purge the evil from among you.

If a man is found sleeping with another man's wife, both the man who slept with her and the woman must die.
You must purge the evil from Israel.

If a man happens to meet in a town a virgin pledged to be married and he sleeps with her, you shall take both of
them to the gate of that town and stone them to death—the girl because she was in a town and did not scream for
help, and the man because he violated another man's wife. You must purge the evil from among you.

But if out in the country a man happens to meet a girl pledged to be married and rapes her, only the man who has
done this shall die. Do nothing to the girl; she has committed no sin deserving death. This case is like that of
someone who attacks and murders his neighbor, for the man found the girl out in the country, and though the
betrothed girl screamed, there was no one to rescue her.
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If a man happens to meet a virgin who is not pledged to be married and rapes her and they are discovered, he shall
pay the girl's father fifty shekels of silver. He must marry the girl, for he has violated her. He can never divorce her
as long as he lives. A man is not to marry his father's wife; he must not dishonor his father's bed.

Joshua 5:1-8 (Circumcisions for Everyone)

Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along the coast heard how the
LORD had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until we had crossed over, their hearts melted and they no
longer had the courage to face the Israelites. At that time the LORD said to Joshua, "Make flint knives and
circumcise the Israelites again." So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth.

Now this is why he did so: All those who came out of Egypt—all the men of military age—died in the desert on the
way after leaving Egypt. All the people that came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the desert
during the journey from Egypt had not. The Israelites had moved about in the desert forty years until all the men
who were of military age when they left Egypt had died, since they had not obeyed the LORD. For the LORD had
sworn to them that they would not see the land that he had solemnly promised their fathers to give us, a land
flowing with milk and honey. So he raised up their sons in their place, and these were the ones Joshua
circumcised. They were still uncircumcised because they had not been circumcised on the way. And after the
whole nation had been circumcised, they remained where they were in camp until they were healed.

Judges 3:15-25 (Ehud and the King of Moab)

Again the Israelites cried out to the LORD, and he gave them a deliverer—Ehud, a left-handed man, the son of Gera
the Benjamite. The Israelites sent him with tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now Ehud had made a double-edged
sword about a foot and a half long, which he strapped to his right thigh under his clothing. He presented the
tribute to Eglon king of Moab, who was a very fat man. After Ehud had presented the tribute, he sent on their way
the men who had carried it. At the idols near Gilgal he himself turned back and said, "l have a secret message for
you, O king."

The king said, "Quiet!" And all his attendants left him.

Ehud then approached him while he was sitting alone in the upper room of his summer palace and said, "l have a
message from God for you." As the king rose from his seat, Ehud reached with his left hand, drew the sword from
his right thigh and plunged it into the king's belly. Even the handle sank in after the blade, which came out his
back. Ehud did not pull the sword out, and the fat closed in over it. Then Ehud went out to the porch; he shut the
doors of the upper room behind him and locked them.

After he had gone, the servants came and found the doors of the upper room locked. They said, "He must be
relieving himself in the inner room of the house." They waited to the point of embarrassment, but when he did
not open the doors of the room, they took a key and unlocked them. There they saw their lord fallen to the floor,
dead.



11

Judges 4:1-24 (Sisera Gets Nailed)

After Ehud died, the Israelites once again did evil in the eyes of the LORD. So the LORD sold them into the hands of
Jabin, a king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth
Haggoyim. Because he had nine hundred iron chariots and had cruelly oppressed the Israelites for twenty years,
they cried to the LORD for help.

Deborah, a prophetess... was leading Israel at that time... She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in
Naphtali and said to him, "The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you: 'Go, take with you ten thousand men of
Naphtali and Zebulun and lead the way to Mount Tabor. | will lure Sisera, the commander of Jabin's army, with his
chariots and his troops to the Kishon River and give him into your hands." "...

When they told Sisera that Barak son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, Sisera gathered together his nine
hundred iron chariots and all the men with him, from Harosheth Haggoyim to the Kishon River.

Then Deborah said to Barak, "Go! This is the day the LORD has given Sisera into your hands. Has not the LORD gone
ahead of you?" So Barak went down Mount Tabor, followed by ten thousand men. At Barak's advance, the LORD
routed Sisera and all his chariots and army by the sword, and Sisera abandoned his chariot and fled on foot. But
Barak pursued the chariots and army as far as Harosheth Haggoyim. All the troops of Sisera fell by the sword; not a
man was left.

Sisera, however, fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, because there were friendly relations
between Jabin king of Hazor and the clan of Heber the Kenite. Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him,
"Come, my Lord , come right in. Don't be afraid." So he entered her tent, and she put a covering over him.

"I'm thirsty," he said. "Please give me some water." She opened a skin of milk, gave him a drink, and covered him
up. "Stand in the doorway of the tent," he told her. "If someone comes by and asks you, 'ls anyone here?' say no.”

But Jael, Heber's wife, picked up a tent peg and a hammer and went quietly to him while he lay fast asleep,
exhausted. She drove the peg through his temple into the ground, and he died.

Barak came by in pursuit of Sisera, and Jael went out to meet him. "Come," she said, "I will show you the man
you're looking for." So he went in with her, and there lay Sisera with the tent peg through his temple - dead.

On that day God subdued Jabin, the Canaanite king, before the Israelites. And the hand of the Israelites grew
stronger and stronger against Jabin, the Canaanite king, until they destroyed him.

Judges 11:29-39 (Jephthah’s Daughter)

Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah. He crossed Gilead and Manasseh, passed through Mizpah of
Gilead, and from there he advanced against the Ammonites. And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD : "If you give
the Ammonites into my hands, whatever comes out of the door of my house to meet me when I return in triumph
from the Ammonites will be the LORD's, and | will sacrifice it as a burnt offering."
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Then Jephthah went over to fight the Ammonites, and the LORD gave them into his hands. He devastated twenty
towns from Aroer to the vicinity of Minnith, as far as Abel Keramim. Thus Israel subdued Ammon.

When Jephthah returned to his home in Mizpah, who should come out to meet him but his daughter, dancing to
the sound of tambourines! She was an only child. Except for her he had neither son nor daughter. When he saw
her, he tore his clothes and cried, "Oh! My daughter! You have made me miserable and wretched, because | have
made a vow to the LORD that | cannot break."

"My father," she replied, "you have given your word to the LORD. Do to me just as you promised, now that the
LORD has avenged you of your enemies, the Ammonites. But grant me this one request," she said. "Give me two
months to roam the hills and weep with my friends, because | will never marry."

"You may go," he said. And he let her go for two months. She and the girls went into the hills and wept because
she would never marry. After the two months, she returned to her father and he did to her as he had vowed. And
she was a virgin.

Judges 19:20-30 (The Levite and his Concubine)

"You are welcome at my house," the old man said. "Let me supply whatever you need. Only don't spend the night
in the square." So he took [the Levite] into his house and fed his donkeys. After they had washed their feet, they
had something to eat and drink.

While they were enjoying themselves, some of the wicked men of the city surrounded the house. Pounding on the
door, they shouted to the old man who owned the house, "Bring out the man who came to your house so we can
have sex with him."

The owner of the house went outside and said to them, "No, my friends, don't be so vile. Since this man is my
guest, don't do this disgraceful thing. Look, here is my virgin daughter, and his concubine. | will bring them out to
you now, and you can use them and do to them whatever you wish. But to this man, don't do such a disgraceful
thing."

But the men would not listen to him. So the man took his concubine and sent her outside to them, and they raped
her and abused her throughout the night, and at dawn they let her go. At daybreak the woman went back to the
house where her master was staying, fell down at the door and lay there until daylight.

When her master got up in the morning and opened the door of the house and stepped out to continue on his
way, there lay his concubine, fallen in the doorway of the house, with her hands on the threshold. He said to her,
"Get up; let's go." But there was no answer. Then the man put her on his donkey and set out for home.

When he reached home, he took a knife and cut up his concubine, limb by limb, into twelve parts and sent them
into all the areas of Israel. Everyone who saw it said, "Such a thing has never been seen or done, not since the day
the Israelites came up out of Egypt. Think about it! Consider it! Tell us what to do!"
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1 Samuel 6:19 (Don’t Look at the Ark)

But God struck down some of the men of Beth Shemesh, putting 50,070 of them to death because they had looked
into the ark of the LORD. The people mourned because of the heavy blow the LORD had dealt them

1 Samuel 15:2-3 (Saul and the Amalekites)

This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'l will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid
them as they came up from Egypt. Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to
them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and
donkeys.

2 Samuel 13:1-20 (Amnon and his Sister Tamar)

In the course of time, Amnon son of David fell in love with Tamar, the beautiful sister of Absalom son of David.
Amnon became frustrated to the point of illness on account of his sister Tamar, for she was a virgin, and it seemed
impossible for him to do anything to her. Now Amnon had a friend named Jonadab son of Shimeah, David's
brother. Jonadab was a very shrewd man. He asked Amnon, "Why do you, the king's son, look so haggard morning
after morning? Won't you tell me?" Amnon said to him, "I'm in love with Tamar, my brother Absalom's sister."

"Go to bed and pretend to be ill," Jonadab said. "When your father comes to see you, say to him, 'l would like my
sister Tamar to come and give me something to eat. Let her prepare the food in my sight so | may watch her and
then eat it from her hand.""

So Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill. When the king came to see him, Amnon said to him, "l would like my
sister Tamar to come and make some special bread in my sight, so | may eat from her hand."

David sent word to Tamar at the palace: "Go to the house of your brother Amnon and prepare some food for him."
So Tamar went to the house of her brother Amnon, who was lying down. She took some dough, kneaded it, made
the bread in his sight and baked it. Then she took the pan and served him the bread, but he refused to eat.

"Send everyone out of here," Amnon said. So everyone left him. Then Amnon said to Tamar, "Bring the food here
into my bedroom so | may eat from your hand." And Tamar took the bread she had prepared and brought it to her
brother Amnon in his bedroom. But when she took it to him to eat, he grabbed her and said, "Come to bed with
me, my sister."

"Don't, my brother!" she said to him. "Don't force me. Such a thing should not be done in Israel! Don't do this
wicked thing. What about me? Where could | get rid of my disgrace? And what about you? You would be like one
of the wicked fools in Israel. Please speak to the king; he will not keep me from being married to you." But he
refused to listen to her, and since he was stronger than she, he raped her.

Then Amnon hated her with intense hatred. In fact, he hated her more than he had loved her. Amnon said to her,
"Get up and get out!"
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"No!" she said to him. "Sending me away would be a greater wrong than what you have already done to me."

But he refused to listen to her. He called his personal servant and said, "Get this woman out of here and bolt the
door after her." So his servant put her out and bolted the door after her. She was wearing a richly ornamented
robe, for this was the kind of garment the virgin daughters of the king wore. Tamar put ashes on her head and
tore the ornamented robe she was wearing. She put her hand on her head and went away, weeping aloud as she
went.

Her brother Absalom said to her, "Has that Amnon, your brother, been with you? Be quiet now, my sister; he is
your brother. Don't take this thing to heart." And Tamar lived in her brother Absalom's house, a desolate woman.

2 Samuel 18:9-15 (Absalom’s Death)

Now Absalom happened to meet David's men. He was riding his mule, and as the mule went under the thick
branches of a large oak, Absalom's head got caught in the tree. He was left hanging in midair, while the mule he
was riding kept on going. When one of the men saw this, he told Joab, "I just saw Absalom hanging in an oak tree."

Joab said to the man who had told him this, "What! You saw him? Why didn't you strike him to the ground right
there? Then | would have had to give you ten shekels of silver and a warrior's belt."

But the man replied, "Even if a thousand shekels were weighed out into my hands, | would not lift my hand against
the king's son. In our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, 'Protect the young man Absalom for
my sake.” And if | had put my life in jeopardy —and nothing is hidden from the king—you would have kept your
distance from me."

Joab said, "I'm not going to wait like this for you." So he took three javelins in his hand and plunged them into
Absalom's heart while Absalom was still alive in the oak tree. And ten of Joab's armor-bearers surrounded
Absalom, struck him and killed him.

1 Kings 3:16-27 (Solomon’s Wise Ruling)

Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. One of them said, "My lord, this woman and | live in
the same house. | had a baby while she was there with me. The third day after my child was born, this woman also
had a baby. We were alone; there was no one in the house but the two of us.

"During the night this woman's son died because she lay on him. So she got up in the middle of the night and took
my son from my side while | your servant was asleep. She put him by her breast and put her dead son by my
breast. The next morning, | got up to nurse my son—and he was dead! But when | looked at him closely in the
morning light, | saw that it wasn't the son | had borne."

The other woman said, "No! The living one is my son; the dead one is yours." But the first one insisted, "No! The
dead one is yours; the living one is mine." And so they argued before the king...
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Then the king said, "Bring me a sword." So they brought a sword for the king. He then gave an order: "Cut the
living child in two and give half to one and half to the other."

The woman whose son was alive was filled with compassion for her son and said to the king, "Please, my lord, give
her the living baby! Don't kill him!"

But the other said, "Neither | nor you shall have him. Cut him in two!" Then the king gave his ruling: "Give the
living baby to the first woman. Do not kill him; she is his mother."

1 Kings 18:15-40 (Elijah and the Prophets of Baal)

Elijah said, "As the LORD Almighty lives, whom I serve, | will surely present myself to Ahab today." So Obadiah
went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. When he saw Elijah, he said to him, "Is that you,
you troubler of Israel?"

"I have not made trouble for Israel," Elijah replied. "But you and your father's family have. You have abandoned
the LORD's commands and have followed the Baals. Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on
Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah,
who eat at Jezebel's table."

So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel... Then Elijah said to them,
"I' am the only one of the LORD's prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. Get two bulls for us.
Let them choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. |
will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. Then you call on the name of your god, and
| will call on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by fire—he is God." Then all the people said, "What you
say is good."

Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there are so many of you. Call
on the name of your god, but do not light the fire." So they took the bull given them and prepared it. Then they
called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. "O Baal, answer us!" they shouted. But there was no response;
no one answered. And they danced around the altar they had made.

At noon Elijah began to taunt them. "Shout louder!" he said. "Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or
busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened." So they shouted louder and slashed themselves
with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed. Midday passed, and they continued their
frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one
paid attention.

Then Elijah... built an altar in the name of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs
of seed. He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, "Fill four
large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood."

"Do it again," he said, and they did it again. "Do it a third time," he ordered, and they did it the third time. The
water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench.
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At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: "O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and
Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that | am your servant and have done all these things at
your command. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God, and that
you are turning their hearts back again." Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the
stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.

When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, "The LORD - he is God! The LORD - he is God!"

Then Elijah commanded them, "Seize the prophets of Baal. Don't let anyone get away!" They seized them, and
Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered there.

2 Kings 2:23-25 (Elisha and the Youths)

From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he was walking along the road, some youths came out of the town and
jeered at him. "Go on up, you baldhead!" they said. "Go on up, you baldhead!" He turned around, looked at them
and called down a curse on them in the name of the LORD. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled
forty-two of the youths. And he went on to Mount Carmel and from there returned to Samaria.

2 Kings 6:26-31 (Cannibalism Amongst the Israelites)

Some time later, Ben-Hadad king of Aram mobilized his entire army and marched up and laid siege to Samaria.
There was a great famine in the city; the siege lasted so long that a donkey's head sold for eighty shekels of silver,
and a quarter of a cab of seed pods for five shekels.

As the king of Israel was passing by on the wall, a woman cried to him, "Help me, my lord the king!" The king
replied, "If the LORD does not help you, where can | get help for you? From the threshing floor? From the
winepress?" Then he asked her, "What's the matter?" She answered, "This woman said to me, 'Give up your son so
we may eat him today, and tomorrow we'll eat my son.' So we cooked my son and ate him. The next day | said to
her, 'Give up your son so we may eat him,' but she had hidden him."

2 Kings 10:20-27 (Jehu and the Priests of Baal)

Jehu said, "Call an assembly in honor of Baal." So they proclaimed it. Then he sent word throughout Israel, and all
the ministers of Baal came; not one stayed away. They crowded into the temple of Baal until it was full from one
end to the other. And Jehu said to the keeper of the wardrobe, "Bring robes for all the ministers of Baal." So he
brought out robes for them.

Then Jehu and Jehonadab son of Recab went into the temple of Baal. Jehu said to the ministers of Baal, "Look
around and see that no servants of the LORD are here with you—only ministers of Baal." So they went in to make
sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu had posted eighty men outside with this warning: "If one of you lets any of
the men | am placing in your hands escape, it will be your life for his life."
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As soon as Jehu had finished making the burnt offering, he ordered the guards and officers: "Go in and kill them;
let no one escape." So they cut them down with the sword. The guards and officers threw the bodies out and then
entered the inner shrine of the temple of Baal. They brought the sacred stone out of the temple of Baal and
burned it. They demolished the sacred stone of Baal and tore down the temple of Baal, and people have used it
for a latrine to this day.

1 Chronicles 21:1-15 (David Numbers the Fighting Men)

Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel.* So David said to Joab and the
commanders of the troops, "Go and count the Israelites from Beersheba to Dan. Then report back to me so that |
may know how many there are."

But Joab replied, "May the LORD multiply his troops a hundred times over. My lord the king, are they not all my
lord's subjects? Why does my lord want to do this? Why should he bring guilt on Israel?"

The king's word, however, overruled Joab; so Joab left and went throughout Israel and then came back to
Jerusalem. Joab reported the number of the fighting men to David: In all Israel there were one million one
hundred thousand men who could handle a sword, including four hundred and seventy thousand in Judah.

But Joab did not include Levi and Benjamin in the numbering, because the king's command was repulsive to him.
This command was also evil in the sight of God; so he punished Israel. Then David said to God, "I have sinned
greatly by doing this. Now, | beg you, take away the guilt of your servant. | have done a very foolish thing."

The LORD said to Gad, David's seer, "Go and tell David, 'This is what the LORD says: | am giving you three options.
Choose one of them for me to carry out against you.'"

So Gad went to David and said to him, "This is what the LORD says: 'Take your choice: three years of famine, three
months of being swept away before your enemies, with their swords overtaking you, or three days of the sword of
the LORD - days of plague in the land, with the angel of the LORD ravaging every part of Israel.' Now then, decide
how I should answer the one who sent me."

David said to Gad, "l am in deep distress. Let me fall into the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is very great; but do
not let me fall into the hands of men."

So the LORD sent a plague on Israel, and seventy thousand men of Israel fell dead. And God sent an angel to
destroy Jerusalem. But as the angel was doing so, the LORD saw it and was grieved because of the calamity and
said to the angel who was destroying the people, "Enough! Withdraw your hand." The angel of the LORD was then
standing at the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.

* 2 Samuel 24 tells the same story, but states that it is the LORD who commands David to take the census.

2 Chronicles 21:12-19 (Jehoram is Punished)
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Jehoram received a letter from Elijah the prophet, which said: "This is what the LORD, the God of your father
David, says: 'You have not walked in the ways of your father Jehoshaphat or of Asa king of Judah. But you have
walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and you have led Judah and the people of Jerusalem to prostitute
themselves, just as the house of Ahab did. You have also murdered your own brothers, members of your father's
house, men who were better than you. So now the LORD is about to strike your people, your sons, your wives and
everything that is yours, with a heavy blow. You yourself will be very ill with a lingering disease of the bowels, until
the disease causes your bowels to come out.""

The LORD aroused against Jehoram the hostility of the Philistines and of the Arabs who lived near the Cushites.
They attacked Judah, invaded it and carried off all the goods found in the king's palace, together with his sons and
wives. Not a son was left to him except Ahaziah, the youngest.

After all this, the LORD afflicted Jehoram with an incurable disease of the bowels. In the course of time, at the end
of the second year, his bowels came out because of the disease, and he died in great pain. His people made no fire
in his honor, as they had for his fathers.

Psalm 58:10 (The Righteous Will Be Glad)

The righteous will be glad when they are avenged,
when they bathe their feet in the blood of the wicked.

Psalm 68:20-23 (God Will Crush His Enemies)

Our God is a God who saves;
from the Sovereign LORD comes escape from death.
Surely God will crush the heads of his enemies,
the hairy crowns of those who go on in their sins.
The Lord says, "l will bring them from Bashan;
| will bring them from the depths of the sea,
that you may plunge your feet in the blood of your foes,
while the tongues of your dogs have their share."

Psalm 137:8-9 (Babylon is Doomed to Destruction)

O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction, happy is he who repays you for what you have done to us — he
who seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks.

Ecclesiastes 3:19-22 (Everything is Meaningless)
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Man's fate is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both: As one dies, so dies the other. All have the
same breath; man has no advantage over the animal. Everything is meaningless. All go to the same place; all come
from dust, and to dust all return. Who knows if the spirit of man rises upward and if the spirit of the animal goes
down into the earth?" So | saw that there is nothing better for a man than to enjoy his work, because that is his
lot. For who can bring him to see what will happen after him?

Isaiah 13:1-22 (Prophecy of Babylon’s destruction)

An oracle concerning Babylon that Isaiah son of Amoz saw:
Raise a banner on a bare hilltop,
shout to them;
beckon to them
to enter the gates of the nobles.
| have commanded my holy ones;
| have summoned my warriors to carry out my wrath—
those who rejoice in my triumph.
Listen, a noise on the mountains,
like that of a great multitude!
Listen, an uproar among the kingdoms,
like nations massing together!
The LORD Almighty is mustering
an army for war.
They come from faraway lands,
from the ends of the heavens—
the LORD and the weapons of his wrath—
to destroy the whole country.
Wail, for the day of the LORD is near;
it will come like destruction from the Almighty.
Because of this, all hands will go limp,
every man's heart will melt.
Terror will seize them,
pain and anguish will grip them;
they will writhe like a woman in labor.
They will look aghast at each other,
their faces aflame.
See, the day of the LORD is coming
—a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger—
to make the land desolate
and destroy the sinners within it.
The stars of heaven and their constellations
will not show their light.
The rising sun will be darkened
and the moon will not give its light.



I will punish the world for its evil,
the wicked for their sins.
I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty
and will humble the pride of the ruthless.
| will make man scarcer than pure gold,
more rare than the gold of Ophir.
Therefore | will make the heavens tremble;
and the earth will shake from its place
at the wrath of the LORD Almighty,
in the day of his burning anger.
Like a hunted gazelle,
like sheep without a shepherd,
each will return to his own people,
each will flee to his native land.
Whoever is captured will be thrust through;
all who are caught will fall by the sword.
Their infants will be dashed to pieces before their eyes;
their houses will be looted and their wives ravished.
See, | will stir up against them the Medes,
who do not care for silver
and have no delight in gold.
Their bows will strike down the young men;
they will have no mercy on infants
nor will they look with compassion on children.
Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms,
the glory of the Babylonians' pride,
will be overthrown by God
like Sodom and Gomorrah.
She will never be inhabited
or lived in through all generations;
no Arab will pitch his tent there,
no shepherd will rest his flocks there.
But desert creatures will lie there,
jackals will fill her houses;
there the owls will dwell,
and there the wild goats will leap about.
Hyenas will howl in her strongholds,
jackals in her luxurious palaces.
Her time is at hand,
and her days will not be prolonged.

Ezekiel 9:1-10 (Idolaters Killed)



21

Then | heard him call out in a loud voice, "Bring the guards of the city here, each with a weapon in his hand." And |
saw six men coming from the direction of the upper gate, which faces north, each with a deadly weapon in his
hand. With them was a man clothed in linen who had a writing kit at his side. They came in and stood beside the
bronze altar.

Now the glory of the God of Israel went up from above the cherubim, where it had been, and moved to the
threshold of the temple. Then the LORD called to the man clothed in linen who had the writing kit at his side and
said to him, "Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve and lament
over all the detestable things that are done in it."

As | listened, he said to the others, "Follow him through the city and kill, without showing pity or compassion.
Slaughter old men, young men and maidens, women and children, but do not touch anyone who has the mark.
Begin at my sanctuary." So they began with the elders who were in front of the temple.

Then he said to them, "Defile the temple and fill the courts with the slain. Go!" So they went out and began killing
throughout the city. While they were killing and | was left alone, | fell facedown, crying out, "Ah, Sovereign LORD!
Are you going to destroy the entire remnant of Israel in this outpouring of your wrath on Jerusalem?"

He answered me, "The sin of the house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great; the land is full of bloodshed and
the city is full of injustice. They say, 'The LORD has forsaken the land; the LORD does not see." So | will not look on
them with pity or spare them, but | will bring down on their own heads what they have done."

Hosea 13:16 (Samaria Must Bear Their Guilt)

The people of Samaria must bear their guilt, because they have rebelled against their God. They will fall by the
sword; their little ones will be dashed to the ground, their pregnant women ripped open.

Matthew 10:34-36 (Jesus, Meek and Mild)

[And Jesus said,] Do not suppose that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | did not come to bring peace, but a
sword. For | have come to turn

'a man against his father,

a daughter against her mother,

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—

a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.' (Quoting from Micah 7:6)

Mark 5:1-13 (Healing a Demon-Possessed Man)

They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit
came from the tombs to meet him.* This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even
with a chain. For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his
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feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out
and cut himself with stones.

When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. He shouted at the top of his voice,
"What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!" For
Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!" Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"

"My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many." And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of
the area. A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. The demons begged Jesus, "Send us among the
pigs; allow us to go into them." He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The
herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.

* Matthew 8:28-34 describes this same event, but says there are two men who are demon-possessed.

Mark 9:42-49 (Causing to Sin)

[Jesus said,] “And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to
be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is
better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. And if your
foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into
hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye
than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, where

their worm does not die,
and the fire is not quenched.' [Isaiah 66:24] Everyone will be salted with fire.”

Mark 11:12-13, Matthew 21:19-22 (Jesus and the Fig Tree)

The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to
find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs.
Then he said to it, "May you never bear fruit again!" Immediately the tree withered.

When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. "How did the fig tree wither so quickly?" they asked.

Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig
tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and it will be done. If you believe,
you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."

Luke 14:25-27 (The Cost of Discipleship)
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Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his
father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my
disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

Acts 1:18-19 (The Reward for Judas’s Wickedness)

With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all
his intestines spilled out. Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language
Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.

Acts 5:1-11 (Ananias and Sapphira)

Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. With his wife's full
knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet.

Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have
kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And
after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not
lied to men but to God."

When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. Then
the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.

About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the
price you and Ananias got for the land?"

"Yes," she said, "that is the price."

Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your
husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also."

At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her
out and buried her beside her husband. Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

Acts 12:21-23 (Herod’s Death)

On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public address to the
people. They shouted, "This is the voice of a god, not of a man." Immediately, because Herod did not give praise
to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died.

Romans 1:18-32 (God’s Wrath Against Mankind)



24

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress
the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it
plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became
futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged
the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their
bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things
rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for
unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with
lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty
for their perversion.

Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a
depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil,
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-
haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are
senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things
deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

Revelation 9:13-16 (A Third of Mankind Killed)

The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and | heard a voice coming from the horns of the golden altar that is before
God. It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river
Euphrates." And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were
released to kill a third of mankind. The number of the mounted troops was two hundred million. | heard their
number.

Revelation 13:11-18 (The Beast out of the Earth)

Then | saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. He
exercised all the authority of the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first
beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. And he performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to
come down from heaven to earth in full view of men. Because of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of
the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast
who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast,
so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. He also forced everyone, small
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and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, so that no one
could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name.

This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man's number. His
number is 666.

Revelation 17:1-6 (The Whore of Babylon)

One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, | will show you the punishment of
the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. With her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the
inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries."

Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There | saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was
covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. The woman was dressed in purple and
scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with
abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. This title was written on her forehead:

MYSTERY

BABYLON THE GREAT

THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

| saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus.

Revelation 19: 11-21 (The Rider on the White Horse)

| saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With
justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name
written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the
Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and
clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an
iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he
has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS

...Then | saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider
on the horse and his army. But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the
miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and
worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. The rest of them
were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged
themselves on their flesh.
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Revelation 21:8 (The Second Death)

But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts,
the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.

Judith 13:1-10, 12-17 (Judith Slays Holofernes — from the Apocrypha)

When evening came, his slaves quickly withdrew. Bagoas closed the tent from outside and shut out the attendants
from his master's presence. They went to bed, for they all were weary because the banquet had lasted so long. But
Judith was left alone in the tent, with Holofernes stretched out on his bed, for he was dead drunk.

Now Judith had told her maid to stand outside the bedchamber and to wait for her to come out, as she did on the
other days; for she said she would be going out for her prayers. She had said the same thing to Bagoas. So
everyone went out, and no one, either small or great, was left in the bedchamber. Then Judith, standing beside his
bed, said in her heart, "O Lord God of all might, look in this hour on the work of my hands for the exaltation of
Jerusalem. Now indeed is the time to help your heritage and to carry out my design to destroy the enemies who
have risen up against us."

She went up to the bedpost near Holofernes' head, and took down his sword that hung there. She came close to
his bed, took hold of the hair of his head, and said, "Give me strength today, O Lord God of Israel!" Then she struck
his neck twice with all her might, and cut off his head. Next she rolled his body off the bed and pulled down the
canopy from the posts. Soon afterward she went out and gave Holofernes' head to her maid, who placed it in her
food bag.

When the people of her town heard her voice, they hurried down to the town gate and summoned the elders of
the town. They all ran together, both small and great, for it seemed unbelievable that she had returned. They
opened the gate and welcomed them. Then they lit a fire to give light, and gathered around them. Then she said to
them with a loud voice, "Praise God, O praise him! Praise God, who has not withdrawn his mercy from the house
of Israel, but has destroyed our enemies by my hand this very night!"

Then she pulled the head out of the bag and showed it to them, and said, "See here, the head of Holofernes, the
commander of the Assyrian army, and here is the canopy beneath which he lay in his drunken stupor. The Lord has
struck him down by the hand of a woman. As the Lord lives, who has protected me in the way | went, | swear that
it was my face that seduced him to his destruction, and that he committed no sin with me, to defile and shame
me." All the people were greatly astonished. They bowed down and worshiped God, and said with one accord,
"Blessed are you our God, who have this day humiliated the enemies of your people."

Infancy Gospel of James 19-20:11 (Mary’s Fiery Vagina)

And | saw a woman coming down from the mountain and she said to me, "Man, where are you going?"
And | said, "I am seeking a Hebrew midwife."

Replying, she said to me, "Are you from Israel?"

And | said to her, "Yes."
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Then, she said, "And who is giving birth in the cave?"

And | said, "The one who has pledged to be married to me."

And she said to me, "She is not your wife?"

And | said to her, "She is Mary, the one who was raised in the temple. | won her by lot to be my wife. She is not yet
my wife, but has a fetus from the Holy Spirit."

And the midwife said, "Really?"

And Joseph said to her, "Come and see."

So the midwife went with him. And they stood near the cave and a dark cloud was hovering over the cave. And
the midwife said, "My soul glorifies this day, for today my eyes have seen a miracle: salvation has come to Israel."

And immediately, the cloud withdrew from the cave and a great light appeared in the cave so that their eyes could
not bear it. And a little while later the same light withdrew until an infant appeared. And he came and took the
breast of his mother, Mary.

And the midwife cried out and said, "How great this day is for me, for | have seen this new miracle." And the
midwife departed from the cave and met Salome and said to her, "Salome, Salome, | have to describe this new
miracle for you. A virgin has given birth, although her body does not allow it."

And Salome said, "As the Lord my God lives, unless | insert my finger and investigate her, | will not believe that a
virgin has given birth." And the midwife went in and said, "Mary, position yourself, for not a small test concerning
you is about to take place." When Mary heard these things, she positioned herself. And Salome inserted her finger
into her body. And Salome cried out and said, "Woe for my lawlessness and the unbelief that made me test the
living God. Look, my hand is falling away from me and being consumed in fire." And Salome dropped to her knees
before the Lord, saying, "God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, do not expose me to the children of Israel, but give
me back to the poor. For you know, Lord, that | have performed service and received my wage from you."

Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared, saying to her, "Salome, Salome, the Lord of all has heard your entreaty.
Stretch out your hand to the child and lift him up and he will be salvation and joy for you."

And Salome went to the child and lifted him up, saying, "l worship him because he has been born a king to Israel."
And at once Salome was healed and left the cave justified.

Infancy Gospel of Thomas 1-5 (Jesus’s Childhood)

When the boy Jesus was five years old, he was playing in a narrow part of a rushing stream. He was gathering the
flowing waters into ponds, and immediately they were made clean, and he ordered these things with a single
word. And after he made clay, he molded twelve sparrows from it. And it was the Sabbath when he did these
things. But there were also many other children playing with him.

Then, a certain Jew saw what Jesus was doing while playing on the Sabbath. Immediately, he departed and
reported to Jesus' father, Joseph, "Look, your child is in the stream and he took clay and formed twelve birds and
profaned the Sabbath?"
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And Joseph went to the area and when he saw him, he shouted, "Why are you doing these things that are not
permitted on the Sabbath?"

Jesus, however, clapped his hands and shouted to the sparrows, "Depart, fly, and remember me now that you are
alive." And the sparrows departed shrieking. When the Jews saw this, they were amazed. After they had gone
away, they described to their leaders what they had seen Jesus do.

The son of Annas the scribe was standing there with Jesus. Taking a branch from a willow tree, he dispersed the
waters which Jesus had gathered. When Jesus saw what had happened, he became angry and said to him, "You
godless, brainless moron, what did the ponds and waters do to you? Watch this now: you are going to dry up like a
tree and you will never produce leaves or roots or fruit."

And immediately, this child withered up completely. Then, Jesus departed and returned to Joseph's house. The
parents of the one who had been withered up, however, wailed for their young child as they took his remains
away. Then, they went to Joseph and accused him, "You are responsible for the child who did this."

Next, [Jesus] was going through the village again and a running child bumped his shoulder. Becoming bitter, Jesus
said to him, "You will not complete your journey." Immediately, he fell down and died.

Then, some of the people who had seen what had happened said, "Where has this child come from so that his
every word is a completed deed?"

And going to Joseph, the parents of the one who had died found fault with him. They said, "Because you have such
a child, you are not allowed to live with us in the village, or at least teach him to bless and not curse. For our
children are dead!"

And taking his child aside, [Joseph] warned him, saying, "Why are you doing these things? These people are
suffering and they hate us and cause trouble for us."

Then, Jesus said, "I know that the words | speak are not mine. Nevertheless, | will be silent for your sake, but these
people will bear their punishment." And immediately his accusers became blind.

When they saw what he had done, they were extremely afraid and did not know what to do. And they talked
about him, saying, "Every word he speaks, good or evil, is an event and becomes a miracle."

When Joseph saw that Jesus had done this, however, he was outraged and took his ear and pulled it extremely
hard. Then, the child became angry and said to him, "It is enough for you to seek and not find, but too much for
you to act so unwisely. Do you not know that | am not yours? Do not trouble me."

Ether 15:12-32 (Coriantumr vs. Shiz — from the Book of Mormon)

And it came to pass that they did gather together all the people upon all the face of the land, who had not been
slain, save it was Ether. And it came to pass that Ether did behold all the doings of the people; and he beheld that
the people who were for Coriantumr were gathered together to the army of Coriantumr; and the people who were
for Shiz were gathered together to the army of Shiz. Wherefore, they were for the space of four years gathering
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together the people, that they might get all who were upon the face of the land, and that they might receive all
the strength which it was possible that they could receive.

And it came to pass that when they were all gathered together, every one to the army which he would, with their
wives and their children—both men, women and children being armed with weapons of war, having shields, and
breastplates, and head-plates, and being clothed after the manner of war—they did march forth one against
another to battle; and they fought all that day, and conquered not.

And it came to pass that when it was night they were weary, and retired to their camps; and after they had retired
to their camps they took up a howling and a lamentation for the loss of the slain of their people; and so great were
their cries, their howlings and lamentations, that they did rend the air exceedingly.

And it came to pass that on the morrow they did go again to battle, and great and terrible was that day;
nevertheless, they conquered not, and when the night came again they did rend the air with their cries, and their
howlings, and their mournings, for the loss of the slain of their people.

And it came to pass that Coriantumr wrote again an epistle unto Shiz, desiring that he would not come again to
battle, but that he would take the kingdom, and spare the lives of the people. But behold, the Spirit of the Lord
had ceased striving with them, and Satan had full power over the hearts of the people; for they were given up unto
the hardness of their hearts, and the blindness of their minds that they might be destroyed; wherefore they went
again to battle.

And it came to pass that they fought all that day, and when the night came they slept upon their swords. And on
the morrow they fought even until the night came. And when the night came they were drunken with anger, even
as a man who is drunken with wine; and they slept again upon their swords. And on the morrow they fought
again; and when the night came they had all fallen by the sword save it were fifty and two of the people of
Coriantumr, and sixty and nine of the people of Shiz.

And it came to pass that they slept upon their swords that night, and on the morrow they fought again, and they
contended in their might with their swords and with their shields, all that day. And when the night came there
were thirty and two of the people of Shiz, and twenty and seven of the people of Coriantumr.

And it came to pass that they ate and slept, and prepared for death on the morrow. And they were large and
mighty men as to the strength of men.

And it came to pass that they fought for the space of three hours, and they fainted with the loss of blood.

And it came to pass that when the men of Coriantumr had received sufficient strength that they could walk, they
were about to flee for their lives; but behold, Shiz arose, and also his men, and he swore in his wrath that he would
slay Coriantumr or he would perish by the sword. Wherefore, he did pursue them, and on the morrow he did
overtake them; and they fought again with the sword. And it came to pass that when they had all fallen by the
sword, save it were Coriantumr and Shiz, behold Shiz had fainted with the loss of blood.

And it came to pass that when Coriantumr had leaned upon his sword, that he rested a little, he smote off the
head of Shiz.



And it came to pass that after he had smitten off the head of Shiz, that Shiz raised up on his hands and fell; and
after that he had struggled for breath, he died.

And it came to pass that Coriantumr fell to the earth, and became as if he had no life.
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